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Meteliova T. National Memory Policies as a Component of Contemporary

International Relations.

The article examines the reasons for differences in the cultures of historical 

memory in European countries of established and young democracies and their 

influence on contemporary international relations. It is discovered that the 

politicization of the past is an integral part of its functioning in the contemporary

time. The increased degree of such politicization in the countries of young democracy 

is also conditioned by the logic of the deployment of the processes of nation building.

It is shown that in the modern world in the field of the politics of memory a global 

consensus has been formed, which is based on the principles of the universality of 

human rights, freedom and democracy. The latter determines the replacement of the 

previously prevailing narratives of memory, based on images of victories and 

triumphs, by narratives of historical trauma and sacrifice. It is concluded that the 

current accentuation of the sacrifice of titular nations in the CEE countries is a 

natural component of the process of "working out their own past". Despite the 

current destructiveness in the sphere of international relations, this process can grow 

into an awareness of one's own responsibility for the totalitarian past.

Keywords: collective memory, memory policy, memorial research, the 

Holocaust, totalitarian past.
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